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Three ways to convert documents to PDF


Posted on 4 October 2008 by John 



Microsoft has an Office 2007 plug-in that lets you save documents as PDF files. This works for all Microsoft Office applications, not just Microsoft Word. The only drawback is that this only works for Office 2007, not earlier versions of Office, and does not work with other document types.

Adobe Acrobat (not the free Adobe Reader) installs a printer driver that lets you convert any document to a PDF by “printing” it to their software. The advantage is that this works for any document type. However, if you’re starting with a Word 2007 document, Microsoft’s plug-in is much faster, maybe 10x faster.

If you don’t want to buy Adobe Acrobat, you could use PDF995. Like Adobe Acrobat, this installs a printer driver; you convert documents to PDF by choosing this software as your “printer.” PDF995 comes in two versions: a free version supported by advertising, and an advertising-free version for $9.95.

I would rank these methods in the order presented above. I’ve had the best experience with the Microsoft plug-in. The Acrobat printer driver is slow, but usually does a good job. The PDF995 printer driver works OK most of the time, but I had a few issues with it. It’s been a long time since I used it, but I think the problems had to do with unwanted footers and sometimes fonts in the PDF not matching the original fonts. I’m not sure now, but I think I’ve also had problems with the Acrobat printer driver.

If you want to make a PDF from a LaTeX document, use the pdflatex program that ships with LaTeX. I’ve never had any problems with it.

Update: See this post for notes on PDFCreator and pdftk.
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There is also PDFCreator. It works as a printer. I am very satisfied with it. And it is for free!
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OpenOffice has a flawless doc->pdf converter. I use it for clients to automate the conversion via a macro. See file->export as pdf (or something similar)
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Another free one: PrimoPDF; I use it, and am happy with it.
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7) When printing choose “print to a file” and create a .PRN file, then use GhostView to convert the .PRN to a .PDF. Clunky, but free.

GhostView: http://pages.cs.wisc.edu/~ghost/

and http://pages.cs.wisc.edu/~ghost/doc/faq.htm
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Highly, highly recommend CutePDF writer; it’s free and uses Ghostscript on the backend. I would recommend 2.x over 3.x though; all they added was a bunch of nuisances. It simply makes a printer that asks you where you want to save a PDF.
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My colleagues and I have decades of consulting experience helping companies solve complex problems involving data privacy, math, statistics, and computing.

Let’s talk. We look forward to exploring the opportunity to help your company too.
























John D. Cook

© All rights reserved.
 

Search for:










(832) 422-8646


EMAIL

 









 














